
Journey published by DK, in association with the Smithsonian Institution 

For some 60,000 years, humans have explored the world, out of necessity and curiosity. A new book from DK, 

Journey: An Illustrated History of Travel, explores travel in all its varied forms. 

Produced in association with the Smithsonian Institution, Journey is an illustrated account of human movement, travel, 

exploration, and scientific discovery—from the first trade networks in ancient Sumer to the epic Voyager missions. 

Human journeys arise from all manner of impulses, from migration and the search for food, to pilgrimages, trade, 

scientific curiosity, or simply the quest for adventure. Journey offers an in-depth exploration of more than 140 travel-

related topics, from the Trans-Saharan Salt Caravans to The Railway Age to claiming the South Pole. Alongside each 

topic are the biographies of conquerors, explorers, and travelers; stories of technological innovation; literary journals; 

and works of art.  

“Each generation has contributed to novel means of travel. Leonardo da Vinci, for example, conceived the original 

idea of a helicopter in 1493, but it was only in the last century that airborne travel became commonplace,” says lead 

contributing author Michael Collins. “Today, luxury tourism is the largest-growing industry in the world. Voyages into 

space continue to broaden our understanding of the vast expanses beyond our galaxy, yet the sea floor, beneath the 

oceans that cover 70 percent of our planet, still remains largely unexplored. Many people have gone before us, and 

we can be sure that many more will pass beyond the limits of our present horizons.” 

Journey is sectioned into 7 “ages” to highlight the advances made in travel and technology, each featuring archive 

images, historic maps, and artifacts, while catalog spreads showcase objects and documents associated with the 

rise of travel, such as postcards and passports. The book covers the epic journeys made throughout the ages—

including the soldiers of Alexander the Great who marched all the way from Greece to northern India, the Polynesian 

sailors who set off across vast expanses of the Pacific Ocean in search of new islands to colonize, and the merchants 

who transported goods along the mountainous Silk Road from China to Europe. 

Whether on foot, on horseback, by steamship, railway, hot-air balloon, or aircraft, Journey captures the romance of 

travel and asks where our lust for adventure will take us next. 

A History of Travel From Ancient Sumer to the Epic Voyager Missions 

In partnership with the Smithsonian Institution, DK publishes an illustrated account of human 

movement, travel, exploration, and scientific discovery
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About the Author (lead contributor)

Michael Collins is a native of Dublin, Ireland, where he presently lives. He has taught in a number of universities, 

including the American University of Rome; John Cabot University; and Duquesne University, Rome Campus. He has 

written several books with DK, including The Vatican, Pope Francis: A Photographic Story of the People’s Pope, and 

Remarkable Books: The World’s Most Beautiful and Historic Works, and publishes articles about his travels, which 

have a focus on archeology, ancient cultures, and civilizations. Journey is based on an original idea by Father 

Michael about the history of travel. 

About DK

DK is the bestselling and award-winning publisher known for informing, entertaining, and educating global 

audiences through beautifully designed content. DK also publishes the Eyewitness series for children and 

Eyewitness Travel Guides. Prima Games, Alpha Books, and Rough Guides are also available from DK, a division of 

Penguin Random House. www.dk.com  

About the Smithsonian Institution

Since its founding in 1846, the Smithsonian Institution has been committed to inspiring generations through 

knowledge and discovery. The Smithsonian is the world’s largest museum, education and research complex, 

consisting of 19 museums, the National Zoological Park and nine research facilities. There are 6,500 Smithsonian 

employees and 6,300 volunteers. There were 30 million visits to the Smithsonian in 2016. The total number of 

objects, works of art and specimens at the Smithsonian is estimated at nearly 154 million, of which 145 million are 

scientific specimens at the National Museum of Natural History. www.smithsonian.org 

Book Topics

• The Ancient World: From Minoan seafarers to Polynesian navigators to the travels of Odysseus 

• Trade and Conquest: The Spread of Islam, Voyages of the Vikings, The Crusades, The Silk Road, The Travels of 

Marco Polo 

• The Age of Discovery: Ships, After Columbus, Circumnavigating the globe, Cortés and The Conquest of the 

Aztecs, The Discovery of the Amazon 

• The Age of Empires: The Spice Trade, Coffee, The Stagecoach, First Flight 

• The Age of Steam: Rediscovering Egypt, The Romantics, Into Africa, The Railway Age, The Gold Rush, Luggage 

Labels, The Early Alpinists, Creating the National Parks 

• The Golden Age of Travel: The Bicycle Craze, Zeppelin Fever 
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